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History of Protests in Iran

1872: Reuters Concession
1891-1892: Tobacco Protests
1905-1911: Constitutional Revolution
1979: Islamic Revolution

1999: Student Protests
2001: Football Protests
2009: Election Protests
2018: Economic Protests
2021: Water Protests
2022: Women Protests



Could the Protests Succeed?
• Could the security forces fracture?

• Factional difference within Revolutionary 
Guards

• Composition of provincial units
• Is there any unity to the protest movement?

• Common program?
• Regional identity vs. national identity

• Who opposes change?
• Has anyone defected?

• Where does the bureaucracy stand?



How Iranians Organize
• Labor
• Environment

• Water 
• Women



Models of Post-Islamic Republic Government?

• Monarchy
• Federalism vs central control
• Constitutional republic
• Liberal democracy
• Military dictatorship
− What becomes of  the Revolutionary Guards’ financial empire? 



Succession

 After Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei dies
 One leader or two?
 IRGC coup?
 Civil war?



Could There be a Civil War?
• Previous instances of  conflict:

− Ubaydallah
− 1909 Russian Intervention
− WWI/Gilan
− Azerbaijan
− Mahabad
− Islamic Revolution 

• Will neighboring states interfere?
• Vacuum on periphery
• How will army respond?



Any Questions?

Contact: mrubin@aei.org
Twitter: @mrubin1971
Whatsapp: +1-202-360-6276
Phone: 202-862-5851



Questions/Answers/Comments
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